A Gift for SEBA Members from John Kelley

The Tune Dogs new CD – Jam Favorites: The Director’s Cut
For years, I have had a project of trying to help new musicians in the Oldtime community.  One of the problems they face is trying to decide which of the 250 tunes a fiddler might know are considered “standards.”  In an effort to help solve this dilemma, I printed and handed out business-sized cards with a list of about a dozen tunes (and the keys they are usually played in).  I told folks I love to play these tunes in any jam session- and if you learn some of these tunes you can play them with any Oldtime musician (and most Bluegrass musicians) who are over 70 years old.

Recently, I recorded a CD of my band The Tune Dogs: Jam Favorites playing 14 of these tunes.  The “twist” with this recording is the guitar (Scott Russell) is recorded on both the right and left tracks, the fiddle (Jan Smith) is recorded on the left track, and the banjo (John Kelley) is recorded on the right track.

This makes it possible to listen to the complete tune to get an overall idea of how the song sounds- or by using the balance knob on your stereo, to tune the fiddle or the banjo player out-, which allows you to play along with or against the fiddle player or the banjo player.  Tunes which easily crossover to the Bluegrass repertory include Arkansas Traveler, Bill Cheatem, Cripple Creek, Ragtime Annie, and Soldier’s Joy. 

As an afterthought, I recorded a companion CD: The Tune Dogs: Jam Favorites: The Director’s Cut as an aid for folks interested in learning the tunes.  On the director’s cut, I put music from a part of each tune on the left track and I narrate (read that-shout out the names of the chords to the tunes) in the right track.  This allows you to use the balance knob on your stereo to play along with or without the prompting for chord changes.  I also narrate a little about each tune, explain the banjo tuning, and sing a verse or two to help folks remember how to start the tunes. 
As a gift back to the community who was so patient with me when I was learning these tunes, I want to make a gift of this director’s cut to any SEBA member who wants one.  Simply ask me for one at a SEBA event or send $2.50 for shipping and handling to me and I’ll mail you a copy.  The “twist” of this deal is: if you would like the companion CD of all the music I am asking that you make a donation to my upcoming surgical mission to Honduras (suggested minimum donation $10 + $2.50 S&H ). All proceeds from my CD’s go to help deliver surgical care to the poorest of the poor in Honduras- www.sbjhonduras.com/ .  
Hope some of you find this offer helpful, thanks for your support of my surgical mission, and I still love to play any of these tunes in a jam session.
Dr. John Kelley

bassbox@comcast.net 
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