Hosting a Community Square Dance Party
[image: image1.png]



By Dance Caller  -  John Kelley  -    bassbox@comcast.net
Here are some considerations to help make your square dance party a success.
Time - 60 to 90 minutes of actual dancing is usually enough for a community dance

Dance space - any non-carpeted space will work - roughly figure 2 square yards of space for each active dancer
Layout of space – leave space for caller at end of the room, put a few chairs at back or sides of hall, make a place for refreshments.

Refreshments - during the dance soft drinks, water, and chips or cookies will usually suffice

For public event - consider charging roughly the cost of a movie ticket - more if food provided

For charity group - ask for a discount, if granted then provide donation letter for discounted amount for taxes

For fund raiser - see charity, consider having a bake sale or silent auction during the event

Ask band or caller - if they have special needs - especially about electricity and sound system

Tell band or caller - if you have special requests, including need to use microphone or play a CD you provide

Give the band or caller - an estimate of the number of people (and their ages)  expected to attend party

Access to space - let the band or caller know when they can get into the space to “set up”
Contract - probably not necessary, but written agreement of what musician and host will provide is suggested

Payment - is expected at the end of the event - cash is always “king” - but checks are OK
Promotion of event - ask band or caller for help, sample flyer is available from bassbox@comcast.net
Party themes and decorations - holiday, western, Gone with the Wind, and hillbilly have been used successfully
